
 

Advent  is a time of waiting and anticipation as we look for-

ward to the incarnation of Godôs love, embodied for us in the 

birth of a little baby. For four weeks (November 27 to Decem-

ber 23) we reflect together as Godôs people on the meaning and 

impact of such a seemingly ordinary event. In the words of a 

Bruce Cockburn songé 

 

Like a stone on the surface of a still river  

Driving the ripples on forever  

Redemption rips through the surface of time  

In the cry of a tiny babe  

(Cry of a Tiny Babe )  

 

These lyrics remind us that this not merely an ancient story but 

rather a timeless one that is our story every bit as much as it 

was Mary and Josephôs over 2000 years ago. 

 

As we gatheré 
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I have certainly felt the impact of this story in my own journey and felt its 

power already in the midst of this community of faith since my arrival in 

September. Since that time Rhonda and I, thanks to the generous hospital-

it y of Bill and Marcia Branch, have had the opportunity to m eet  and con-

verse with about 120 Community of ChristChurch folks over cookies and 

coffee. We have felt the power of Godôs redeeming love in Christ as you 

shared with us your joys and sorrows, as well as the hopes and dreams 

you have for this congregation.  

 

In mid -November I felt a renewal of spirit as I got to hang out with high 

school youth and adults in Waldport for the OPUS Retreat. These young 

people have something to teach all of us about what it means to live a life 

of faith in challenging times.  

 

I continue to feel Godôs presence and guidance in council meetings, in wor-

ship, and anytime we gather.  



écontinued from page 1 

In this newsletter you will find a variety of opportunities to participate in the life of this community 

through worship, service and celebration in the coming weeks: our Christmas Program: Every  

Perfect Gift, delivering Kringle Bags to brothers and sisters in need, providing toys and Christmas 

cheer for children at Bridgetown, and candlelight worship with communion on Christmas Eve. I 

can't think of a better time for all of us to invite, friends, family, neighbors and co -workers to join 

with us in this Advent and Christmas season as we celebrate the coming of the Christ child into our 

world and into our hearts. Let us say together, ñCome, Lord Jesus!ò  

 

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas,  

 

Pastor David  

outreach update...  

                              KRINGLE 

Thank you to everyone who brought items for our Kringle bags.  With 

your generosity, we were able to meet our goal of filling 170 bags with 
gloves, hats, scarves and food items.  Bags will be available to disperse to 
those you see in need in the community on December 11.  Open your 
hearts and eyes to see beyond the rush of Christmas shopping, baking and 
wrapping.  Keep it in your car for when you see someone in need. 
 
The gift might not only be in the receiving ~ there is great joy in the gift 
of serving the Lordé KRINGLE! 
 

Help support the Hertel Center by purchasing a 
gift in someoneôs honor.  ChristChurch partners 
with the Hertel Center to provide food for the 
food bank and rent and electricity assistance.   
 
See Ginny Baynes or Melanie Heffner  
between services in the Commons now thru 
Dec. 18 to purchase your certificate complete 
with a card and envelope for gift giving!   
 
For additional information on the Give a Gift 
program, contact Ginny at ginnyb@teleport.com 
or Melanie at heffnerjm@gmail.com  

 Thank You ~ Service & Mission Team



 



Time flies when you are 
having fun, and boy the  
months are going by fast!  
 
We took 15 middle and high 
school students along with 
7 of their leaders to 
Waldport for our OPUS Fall 
Retreat.   Pastor David 
joined us and it was a great 
time for everyone to get to 
know one another better.  
The teams brought the sto-
ry of the Prodigal Son  to life  
in creative skits that pro-
vided lots of laughter.  But, 
the true lesson wasnôt lost 
as we focused on what it 
really means to forgive and 
be forgiven.   
 
The Saturday after Thanks-
giving we had our annual 
Turkey Bowl ~ a great 
wet and muddy game of 
flag football.  Young and old 
joined forces to create 
some great strategy and 
plenty of trick plays.  Hope 
to see more of the congre-
gation out there next year  
 

playing alongside the kids 
or cheering from the side-
lines!  
 
Just around the corner we 
will be partaking in a new 
adventure working with a 
Portland Outreach program 
called Bridgetown Inc.  
We will be reaching out to 
multiple low income apart-
ment complexes as well as 
the surrounding homeless 
community with the Christ-
mas Extravaganza the or-
ganization puts on each 
year.  From personal greet-
ings as the buses pick up 
the families, to songs and 
games along with handing 
out hot chocolate and wel-
coming those who pass by, 
our kids will get a great ex-
perience ñsharing and car-
ingò for others.  The day 
will end with sharing the 
Christmas Story and hand-
ing out presents to each 
child.   
 
Student Ministry thanks 
you for your participation 
in the outreach program by 
bringing in gifts for the chil-
dren.  We will proudly carry 
the love from the congrega-
tion to those we meet on 
D e c e m b e r  1 7 .    

 

M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s ! 
B r e n t  M a s t e r s o n   

 

For more info on  Student  
Ministry?  Contact Brent  at:  
 masterson.brent@gmail.com  

Student Ministry  



 



New Artworké 

The Liturgical Arts Team put their minds 

together to come up with our latest piece of 
artwork in the Worship 
Center.  The Advent 
banner was constructed 
on special photo back-
drop paper with 10 
hours of design work, 
12 hours of cutting with 
X-acto knives and some 
brave men who werenôt 
afraid of heights!   
 
This technique is called 
paper lace and we will 
be constructing several 
more banners for each 
season.  If you are in-
terested in learning 
more or working on the 
next project, please 
contact team leader, Patrice Cameron at:  
ladypatrice5@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advent banner creators:  Patrice Cameron, 
Deb Severson and Pattie Hart.  


